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Bearers of the Seal: Trauma, Gender and the Second-Generation of
Holocaust Survivors

This exhibition presents work corpuses of eight female artists, second-generation of Holocaust
survivors. Their parents, originating from Europe and North Africa, survived in spite of extremely
rough conditions in ghettoes, in various camps, in hiding and in daily encounters with death. The
traumas experienced by them have become an inherent part of their memories and identities and
were passed on - consciously or unconsciously - to their daughters. The exhibition reveals the
artists' commitment to engage in their private Holocaust memories embodying their narratives
in a complex yet poetic way. The works grant the intergenerational transfer of Holocaust trauma
material concreteness, trauma that is dealt with even today, 78 years since the end of the war.
The artists examine themselves as girls, as well as the families they grew up in, empathically and
compassionately albeit critically at times. Certain shared gendered characteristics can be found
in their works: First, the girl image is typically dominant. It can represent the artist herself, other
female family figures or imaginary girls from the Holocaust. These girls are depicted with special
attention paid to their looks — their body, the clothing and hairdo, and also to their surroundings
which imply a disrupted space conveying displacement and sometimes even terror. Second, the
artists also deal with family ties and relationships with their family members — both living and
dead - central to shaping their identity. Finally, among the large variety of artistic languages
practiced, the use of various crafts stands out being traditionally identified with women and
femininity as well as the use of other expressive techniques, such as etching, collage and rough
multi-layered painting.

Participating Artists:
Miri Abramsohn, Nava T. Barazani, Mira Hermoni-Levine, Sarith Leila Haas, Daniella Meller,
Rachel Nemesh, Etti Chechover, Adina Kay

Curating: Dr. Shahar Marnin-Distelfeld

English Translation: Idith Kessel Marnin

Arabic Translation: Baghdad Translations

Graphic Design: Merav Palfi

Printing: Tarbut Print

Measurements are in centimeters width/height

Cover: Nava T. Barazani, Being, 2023 Installation: fabric sculpture, iron chain, plywood, projected
image: scraps of paper and spray on daily newspaper 70/60/60 cm Photo credit: Muki Schwartz

The exhibition earned a support grant for a research-based exhibition by the Association for
Women's Art and Gender Research in Israel, for 2022.

© 2023, All rights reserved to Shahar Marnin-Distelfeld
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