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Declaration - WAG Israel

Since the 7th of October we are shocked and devastated in face of the destruction and
atrocities of the Hamas during the Black Saturday and we feel tormented, our hearts go out
to the families of the kidnapped persons taken to Gaza, while we weep and grief the cruel
death of so many.

We wish to strengthen our injured, hurt, worried and breathless friends, and we long for the
safe home coming and recovery of the women, men, children, and babies who are held
captive in Gaza.

We grief the loss of our friends in the art community and the loss of their loved ones, who
were brutally murdered, and we stand by those awaiting the return of their loved ones that
were kidnapped:

Ronit Tal Sultan, that was killed with her husband Rolan in Kibbutz Holit.

Meiray Svirsky, who lost her parents, Orit Sela Svisrsky and Rafi Svisrsky, in Kibbutz Beeri.
Osnat Weiss (Shoshan), who lost her brother Amir Weiss and her sister-in-law Mati Weiss
that were murdered. Osnat also fears for additional family members, Shiri and Noga Weiss,

who were kidnapped to Gaza from Kibbut; Beeri, and her brother Ilan Weiss, who is still
missing.

We grief the devastation of the Beeri art gallery, an important institution in the Israeli art
scene, that was initiated by Alon Kislev and Orit Svirsky, and which our friends Ziva Yalin
and Sofie Berzon MacKie serve as its curators. The Beeri gallery has mounted over 400
exhibitions over the years, always in an inclusive manner, giving a platform to the diverse
social groups living in the country, while persistently leading an agenda of peace and a
horizon of hope for a shared future in the area. We will not forget the gallery and we will
strive to rebuild it.

We are tormented by the tragedy of war and grief the loss of human life, as we call to protect
all innocent human beings, where ever they may be, and we condemn all attempts and
actions of incitement and revenge

We call for the preservation of life, dignity, and equality, and for respect to others. Even in
these most difficult times, we stand firm against exclusion from the public discourse of
people from any ethnic, national, gender or other identity and background.

In face of evil and cruelty, the Association for Women's Art and Gender
Research in Israel will do its best to support artistic creation, as we believe in the
healing power of art and its ability to bridge gaps and bring together all worlds.

Translation: Tal Dekel



